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Analysis of world politics: Palestine 

 https://mofa.gov.qa/en/latest-articles/statements/joint-statement-
of-the-arab-six-party-meeting-in-cairo-on-palestine 

 Arab leader stand against Trump’s plan for Gaza 

 Abraham Accords off the table 

 Qatar and Hamas strategy 
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Analysis of world politics: Trumps trade war 

 The effects of tariffs on China in 2018:  

 Started under Trump (2018): The U.S. imposed tariffs on 
Chinese goods to curb intellectual property theft and trade 
imbalances.China Retaliated: China imposed tariffs on American 
agricultural goods and other products. Phase One Agreement 
(2020): Some tariffs were reduced, and China pledged to buy 
more U.S. goods.Biden Administration (2021–present): 
Continued pressure on China, with new restrictions on 
semiconductor technology. 
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Net effect 

 Higher Costs for U.S. Consumers & Businesses: Tariffs increased costs for U.S. 
importers and consumers, especially in technology, manufacturing, and agriculture. 

 China’s Shift in Trade Partners: China diversified its import sources, increasing 
purchases from countries like Brazil (soybeans) and Germany (automobiles). 

 Reshoring & Supply Chain Diversification: Some U.S. companies moved production 
out of China to avoid tariffs, benefiting countries like Vietnam, India, and Mexico. 

 Trade Deficit: Despite tariffs, the U.S. trade deficit with China remained high 
(around $400B in 2023), showing that tariffs did not significantly reduce imports. 

 Technology War: The U.S. restricted semiconductor exports to China, slowing 
China’s progress in high-end chipmaking but encouraging China to invest in 
domestic tech alternatives. 
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Trump and the crisis of USA empire 

 The USA is loosing on all fronts on a global scale 

 A faction in the ruling class thinks that the main instrument for 
retaining power is economics, not war. 

 It does not work 
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Philosophies of liberation 

 European Enlightenment: Marxism if the philosophy of 
liberation 

 For many liberation movement of the global south Marxism has 
been a source of inspiration 

 What are the philosophies of liberation from the global South 
and how do they relate to Marxism 

 Part 1: understand Marx en Engels and their work 
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Karl Marx (1818-1883) – Friedrich Engels (1820-1895) 
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Bio Marx and Engels v1.docx


1814-1838 
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1841-1843 
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1843-1844 
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1843-1844 
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1844-1846 
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1846 
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1845-1847 
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1847-1850 
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1852-1858 
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1859 
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1861-1863 
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1867-1875 
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1878-1893 
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1894-1910 
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Conclusions 

Marx and Engels have developed a comprehensive, coherent and integral 
theoretical framework. 

 It is comprehensive because it has produced concepts of how to look at the 
most important dimensions of a society: a world-view, economics, politics, 
social relations including relations with nature, and culture. There are other 
important aspects of a society, but these dimensions are essential to make a 
framework comprehensive.  

 It is coherent because its concepts don’t contradict each other. They are 
consistent and logical.  

 It is integral because the concepts of the different dimensions are not just 
lumped together but are related to each other from a basic concept. In 
Marxism “class analysis” and the labor theory of value form the basic 
concepts. 
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The Unknown Marx is not a new Marx 

The Unknown Marx is not a Marx that has abandoned this comprehensive, 

coherent and integrale framework after and produced something new, 

something different, something unknown. It is Unknown because the 

manuscripts from August 1861 and July 1863 were unknown to scholars beyond 

Engels and Kautsky.  

But when it comes to the core of Marxist economic theory - the labor theory of 

value - even Dussel acknowledges that this is not different from the known Marx.  

Capital Volume 1 was published in 1867, when Marx was still alive. It contained 

the key concepts from 1861-1863. 
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These key Marxist concepts have not been 
revoked by Marx in later years 
 The concept of surplus value. Living labor is the only source of value. Surplus 

value in capitalism is the difference between the value that living labor 
creates in production and value paid by the capitalist to the worker in the 
form of wages. 

 The social theory of class. A class is defined by its relation to the means of 
production. 

 The philosophical theories of dialectical materialism and historical 
materialism: histori is driven by productive forces. Capitalism is the last phase 
and communism is the end phase. 

 The political theory of the state: the state is the instrument of repression by 
the ruling class. 

 The cultural theory of modernity: scientific knowledge is objective, ethics and 
religion are not part of knowledge. 
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The practical implications of Marxist theory 
 The concept of surplus value. Profit is by definition injustice (appropriation of 

surplus value). Nationalizing the means of production and a planned economy is the 
way to eradicate this unjust, because the source of surplus value is private 
ownership of means of production and the market mechanism the regulates the 
production, distribution and financing of goods and service. 

 The social theory of class: class struggle end when communism has abolished 
classes. 

 The philosophical theories of dialectical materialism and historical materialism: 
communism is the inevitable outcome of world history. 

 The political theory of the state. The capitalist state should be destroyed. It can not 
be reformed. Revolution is the answer. 

 The cultural theory of alienation: the educational system is secular and religion is 
not part of knowledge. 
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Next episode: A decolonial view of Marxism 
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