
Key Concepts and Definitions

Colonialism – The historical process of European powers controlling
and exploiting lands, peoples, and resources, often erasing local
knowledge and cultures.
Settler Colonialism – A form of colonialism where settlers
permanently displace Indigenous populations (e.g., Palestine, the
Americas, Australia).
Eurocentrism – The assumption that European ideas, values, and
histories are superior and universal, shaping what is taught in schools
and universities.
Epistemic Injustice – The suppression or devaluation of non-Western
knowledge systems and perspectives in education and academia.
Whitewashing  - the erasure or minimisation of non-European
perspectives in education, reinforcing a White / Eurocentric view of
history and knowledge.
Orientalism – A concept by Edward Said describing how the West has
historically misrepresented and stereotyped Eastern societies,
shaping colonial narratives in education, media, and politics.

What is Decolonising the Curriculum?

Decolonising the curriculum is the ongoing process of critically examining and reshaping education to
remove colonial biases, acknowledge diverse knowledge systems, and ensure more inclusive
perspectives. It challenges Eurocentric narratives and promotes a curriculum that reflects global
histories, cultures, and contributions.
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DECOLONISING THE CURRICULUM THE BASICS: 
A BRIEF FACTSHEET FOR EDUCATORS
For teachers and educators in primary, secondary, and higher
education

Decolonisation is an
ongoing learning

journey, you are not
expected to know

everything
immediately.

A Brief History of Decolonising Curricula

The movement to decolonise education has roots in anti-colonial struggles worldwide. Across Africa,
Asia, and South/Central America, post-independence governments sought to reclaim Indigenous and
local knowledge from colonial education systems. The 1960s and 1970s saw students and scholars in
the UK, the US, and beyond pushing for curriculum reform to include African, Indigenous, and global
perspectives. In the last decade, campaigns such as “Why Is My Curriculum White?” and Rhodes Must
Fall have reignited discussions on how colonial legacies continue to shape education. In Palestine, as
in many other colonised spaces, education has been a key site of resistance, with communities fighting
for the right to teach and learn their own history.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dscx4h2l-Pk
https://newint.org/features/2023/08/21/how-rhodes-must-fall-amplified-calls-decolonize
https://newint.org/features/2023/08/21/how-rhodes-must-fall-amplified-calls-decolonize


Why Does This Matter in Education?

History is incomplete – Many curricula still downplay colonial histories, resistance movements, and
the contributions of non-Western societies (Bhambra, Nişancıoğlu and Gebrial, 2018).
Knowledge production is unequal – Western scholars are often prioritised over those from
colonised or marginalised communities (Akbar, 2024).
Education as resistance – In Palestine and other colonised regions, the right to an education that
reflects lived realities is an act of defiance against erasure (Albhais, 2021; Novara Media, 2024)
Creating inclusive spaces for students - Decolonising the curricula creates inclusive spaces for
marginalised and minoritised students, validating their histories, experiences, and contributions,
creating a sense of belonging and empowerment through education. This means providing an
education in which individuals experience ‘Identity Safety’, defined as a situation in which “all
students are valued, included, and can perform to their highest potential” (Murphy and Destin, 2016,
p1; Esson, 2018).
Better learning opportunities for students - Including new and challenging perspectives within
curricula both enriches learning and enhances critical thinking (Liyanage, 2020).

Teaching colonial history critically, highlighting anti-colonial
struggles, including Palestinian resistance, and global solidarity
movements.
Diversifying reading lists to include South/Central American,
Palestinian, African, Indigenous, and other marginalised voices.
Teaching about contemporary struggles for decolonisation,
including in Palestine, through geography, history, literature, and
politics.
Encouraging students to question dominant narratives and
engage with different perspectives.

Creating a safe and supportive environment where teachers and educators can openly reflect on their
positionality, privilege, and biases with confidence and curiosity.
Re-examining academic syllabi to include scholars from the Global Majority.
Critiquing Eurocentric knowledge production in research and academia.
Ensuring an instituions policies reflect decolonial commitments, including partnerships with scholars
and institutions in the Global Majority.
Recognising and resisting the complicity of educational institutions in ongoing colonial structures,
including in Palestine. 2

What Can Decolonising the Curriculum Look Like?

While specific strategies and examples will be explored in the session, the actions below (among
others) offer insight into how decolonising the curriculum can take shape in your classrooms and
lecture theatres:



Resources to help you start your decolonisation journey:

Edward Said – Orientalism (1978) – A foundational text on Western representations of the East
by a world-renowed Palestinian scholar. 
Frantz Fanon - The Wretched of the Earth (1961) - a psychoanalysis of the dehumanising effects
of colonisation upon the individual and the nation. Read for free here:
https://monoskop.org/images/6/6b/Fanon_Frantz_The_Wretched_of_the_Earth_1963.pdf 
Frantz Fanon - Black Skin White Mask. A historical critique of the effects of racism and
dehumanization, inherent in situations of colonial domination, on the human psyche Read for free
here: https://monoskop.org/images/a/a5/Fanon_Frantz_Black_Skin_White_Masks_1986.pdf
Gurminder K. Bhambra et al. – Decolonising the University Available to read for free at:
https://library.oapen.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.12657/25936/1004145.pdf
Hira, S. (2023) Decolonizing the mind: a guide to decolonial theory and practice. The Hague, Amrit
Publishers. Available at: https://shop.ihrc.org
Richard Race et al (2022) ‘Decolonising curriculum in education: continuing proclamations and
provocations’. London Review of Education, 20 (1), 12,  https://doi.org/10.14324/LRE.20.1.12 
Andrea R English, Ruth Heilbronn, Decolonizing the curriculum: philosophical perspectives—an
introduction, Journal of Philosophy of Education, Volume 58, Issue 2-3, April-June 2024, Pages
155–165, https://doi.org/10.1093/jopedu/qhae043
Community-Based Global Learning Collaborative online tool kit - www.cbglcollab.org/what-is-
decolonization-why-is-it-important 
Sianturi, M., & Hurit, A. A. (2023). ‘I want to read this book again!’ decolonizing children’s
literature to support indigenous children in reading and mathematics learning. Journal of
Intercultural Studies, 45(2), 338–362. https://doi.org/10.1080/07256868.2023.2247345
The Sabar Collective (scan the QR code to follow below) -www.instagram.com/sabarprojectorg
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How Can Educators Begin?

📌 Self-Reflection – Examine biases in your own teaching
materials and methods.
 📌 Curriculum Audit – Identify gaps where colonial
perspectives dominate the curricula and seek diverse sources.
 📌 Collaborate with Communities – Engage with
marginalised and minoritised  voices, including your students,
to understand their lived experiences.
 📌 Challenge Institutional Barriers – Push for systemic
change in educational institutions to centre decolonial
perspectives.
 📌 Encourage Critical Pedagogy – Support student activism
and encourage questioning of dominant narratives. Educators have the

power to make a
difference FURTHER RESOURCES AND READING

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychoanalysis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dehumanization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonialism
https://monoskop.org/images/6/6b/Fanon_Frantz_The_Wretched_of_the_Earth_1963.pdf
https://monoskop.org/images/6/6b/Fanon_Frantz_The_Wretched_of_the_Earth_1963.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dehumanization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonialism
https://library.oapen.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.12657/25936/1004145.pdf
https://shop.ihrc.org/
https://journals.uclpress.co.uk/lre/article/pubid/LRE-20-12/
https://journals.uclpress.co.uk/lre/article/pubid/LRE-20-12/
https://journals.uclpress.co.uk/lre/article/pubid/LRE-20-12/
https://doi.org/10.1093/jopedu/qhae043
https://www.cbglcollab.org/
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KEEP IN TOUCH This factsheet was written and designed by Chelmsford Action for
Palestine Please keep in touch and let us know how your learning journey
goes and if you require any further help, support or resources:
Email: chelmsfordactionforpalestine@gmail.com /
chelmsfordactionforpalestine@gmail.com
Instagram: www.instagram.com/chelmsfordaction4palestine
Tik Tok: www.tiktok.com/@chelmsforda4p

Scan to follow
us on IG

Scan to follow
us on TikTok

Scan to follow
Sabar Collective
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