@ World history

May 9: Nazism and victory day in Russia
and the world

Decolonizing The Mind,
the final frontier of colonialism Dec%‘\%"l\'/z\'ig(gj
Wit h Sa n d eW H i ra A guide to decolonial theory and practice

-




Trump: back to old politics

The Trump administration lifted its suspension of military aid and
intelligence sharing for Ukraine

A fourth round of Iran-US talks over Tehran's nuclear program has
been postponed for logistical and technical reasons.

Iran has described the latest sanctions as "further proof of the
American decision-makers' contradictory behaviour and lack of
good faith".



May 9: Victory Day

Commemorates the victory of the Soviet Union over Nazi
Germany in 1945.

The Soviet government announced the victory early on 9 May
after the signing of the German Instrument of Surrender.




Analysis of WO Il and fascism

Episode 045: Decolonizing the Jewish Holocaust

Episode 056: Fascism, neo-fascism and similar expressions




Fascism of Hitler: characteristics

Strategy to crush the anti-fascist movement with the most brutal
and violent means

Explicit use of racism to justify their policy
Conservative Christian foundation
Virulent sexism and anti-LGTB policy

Probably the most important: waging war to colonize Easter
Europe



1. Crush the anti-fascist movement

Whether in government or in opposition, their main goal is to

physically and organizationally demolish the anti-fascist movement.
They built an infrastructure of paramilitary units to achieve this end.
And when they are in government they use the military apparatus.




2. The explicit use of racism

Hitler used the concept of Ubermensch and Untermensch. The
Ubermensch is a person of a biologically superior Aryan or Germanic
master race. The Untermensch is the inferior non-Aryan person. The
Jews and Roma are part of the Untermensch, but the majority are the
Slavs of Eastern Europe (ethnic Poles, Belarusians, Czechs, Ukrainians,

Serbs, Russians etc.).




3. Conservative Christian foundation

Hitler placed his hatred for Jews in the context of his Christian
beliefs. In a speech in 1922 he says: “My feeling as a Christian points
me to my lord and savior as a fighter... In boundless love as a
Christian and as a man | read through the passage which tells us how
the Lord at last rose in His might and seized the scourge to drive out
of the Temple the brood of vipers and of adders. How terrific was His
fight for the world against the Jewish poison.” When the Nazis took
power in 1933, Hitler declared that his national government
“regards Christianity as the foundation of our national morality.”



4. Virulent sexism and anti-LGTB policy

Women's role were confined to motherhood and the household and
were excluded from public life. Homosexuals were persecuted,
imprisoned and killed.




5. Waging war to colonize Easter Europe

“What India was for England, the territories of Russia will be for us,”
said Adolf Hitler. Hitler did not start World War |l to exterminate the
Jews. He started a war to colonize Eastern Europe after the model of
the British colonization of India. The first act of war was not against
Western Europe, but against the East. On September 1, 1939, Hitler’s
army invaded Poland as the first step in colonizing Eastern Europe.

Hitler: “It should be possible for us to control this region to the East
with two hundred and fifty thousand men plus a cadre of good
administrators. Let’s learn from the English, who, with two hundred
and fifty thousand men in all, including fifty thousand soldiers,
govern four hundred million Indians. This space in Russia must
always be dominated by Germans... The Russian space is our India.
Like the English, we shall rule this empire with a handful of men.”



World War Il was not primarily about Jews

The idea of the Holocaust, the systematic extermination of Jews by
the Nazis, came about at the end of 1941. Before 1941, Nazi policy
towards the Jews was based on forcing them to emigrate from the
Third Reich and not on killing them in an industrial way. This policy
entailed the expropriation of Jewish property, the introduction of
laws to ban marriages between Jews and non-Jews and occasionally
the organization of violence as in the case of Kristallnacht on 9-10
November 1938 when a pogrom was organized during which
windows of Jewish stores, buildings and synagogues were destroyed.



The decision about the Holocaust was made
after the war had started

“The ‘basic decisions’ and ‘total clarity’ ... in implementing the
genocide of European Jews—emerged between mid-September and

late October 1941,” writes C. Browning.

The decision to start the Holocaust was made after Hitler’s army had
managed to cut off Leningrad on the northern front and capture
Kiev, the capital of Ukraine, in September 1941. The prospect of a
final victory looked bright. The problem of what to do with the
millions of Jews living in Eastern Europe — soon to be part of the
Third Reich - was now on the agenda. Migration was not an option,
so the idea of annihilation became a reality. Once the decision was
taken, it was a matter of technicalities. The technical solution that
was ultimately implemented was the gas chamber.



Victims of World war II: in Europe it was about Russia
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Victims of the Holocaust: it is not about Western Jews, but about Eastern Europe
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Fascism and capitalism

The Marxist and the socialist movement were the major targets of
the fascist movement in Germany during the period of Hitler. It is
understandable that they regard the fascism movement as the most

reactionary and dangerous movement in world history. They regard
fascism as fundamental crisis of capitalism.

Thinkers from the Global South have a different view of fascism. The
link fascism to colonialism, as in fact Hitler himself did.




Alme Cesalre

Writing in 1955 Aimé Césaire reminded the Europeans that “he has a
Hitler inside him, that Hitler inhabits him, that Hitler is his demon,
that if he rails against him, he is being inconsistent and that, at
bottom, what he cannot forgive Hitler for is not crime in itself, the
crime against man, it is not the humiliation of man as such, it is the
crime against the white man, the humiliation of the white man, and
the fact that he applied to Europe colonialist procedures which until

then had been reserved exclusively for the Arabs of Algeria, the
coolies of India, and the blacks of Africa.




Frantz Fanon

Three years earlier Frantz Fanon had echoed the same sentiment:
“When | turn on my radio, when | hear that Negroes have been
lynched in America, | say that we have been lied to: Hitler is not
dead; when | turn on my radio, when | learn that Jews have been
insulted, mistreated, persecuted, | say that we have been lied to:
Hitler is not dead; when, finally, | turn on my radio and hear that in
Africa forced labor has been inaugurated and legalized, | say that we
have certainly been lied to: Hitler is not dead.”

Césaire and Fanon refer to the crimes that Spain, Portugal, Britain,
France and other European nations committed with the genocide of
the indigenous people of Abya Yala, the European enslavement and
the genocides committed in Africa and Asia by these powers.



Nazism and colonialism

The whole system of segregation that was set up by the Nazis for
oppressing the Jews was in place and fully functioning both before
and after World War Il in the European colonies, in South Africa and
the USA. In Germany there were signs No dogs, No Jews allowed.
These signs were put up by European colonizers in all the other
places with their own variants (No dogs, No Asians, ‘Niggers’,
Africans, etc). Across Britain, in the 1950s and 1960s, private
landlords often posted signs — “No Irish, no blacks no dogs”.




Commemorating the victory over Nazism

Education about the aim of Nazism: colonization of Eastern
Europe

Victory Day May 9: not only victory of Russia and the Soviet
Union, victory of the world

Linking history with today and the future

The fight in Ukraine is a fight against fascism of NATO: the need to
build a peace movement with Russia, China, Iran and the rest

The genocide in Gaza is a pivotal moment in world history: towards
a new world civilization

Link liberation of Western Europe (the victims of crimes against)
with colonialism (the perpetrators of crimes against humanity)



How to support
the DTM

channel

Subscribe to the channel

Share with friends, families and colleagues
and encourage them to subscribe

Get involved in discussion groups

Make a donation: www.sandewhira.com
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