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Week 8 of the war against Iran 

Introduction 

This is my analysis of week 8 of the war against Iran. I argue that we are witnessing a 

dramatic transformation in world history that can be compared to the transformations 

that occurred because of World War I and World War II.  

Why Trumps extended the ceasefire 

Last week came with some surprises, which are indicative of the fundamental 

transformation that is taking place. First Trump announced the indefinite extension of his 

ceasefire. Why? He is balancing between the constant pressure of the Zionists to attack 

Iran and growing national and international pressure against the war, mainly because of 

its economic impact. Iran has made a far-fetched threat with grave long term economic 

implications. If the U.S. attacks the electrical and oil infrastructure of Iran, Iran is going 

to destroy this infrastructure in the Gulf States, including the desalination plants. 

Oil made the Gulf States wealthy, but it is a network of 400 desalination plants that 

make their countries habitable. These plants provide drinking water from the sea. 

Without water, nobody would be able to live in the cities of the Gulf States. Electricity 

makes their desert cities habitable with air conditioning. All services, including the oil 

installation are based on electricity.  

The destruction of the oil and LNG installations would lead to a global economic crisis. It 

will not be easy to rebuild them soon, so the world economy will suffers for years to 

come. This threat forces Trump to extend the ceasefire. 

Iran changes the rule of diplomacy 

Then comes the second surprise. Trump thought that by extending the ceasefire we could 

exert diplomatic pressure on Iran. What he could not get from the battlefield, he hoped 

to achieve at the negotiating table. Iran's response was simple: go negotiate with 

yourself. We are not in for games and ready for war. Iran sticks to its ten point plan: 

1. No new aggression against Iran 

2. Continued Iranian control over the Strait of Hormuz 

3. Acceptance of enrichment 

4. Removal of all primary sanctions 

5. Removal of all secondary sanctions 

6. Termination of all UN Security Council resolutions 

7. Termination of all Board of Governors resolutions 

8. Payment of compensation to Iran 

9. Withdrawal of US combat forces from the region 

10. Cessation of war on all fronts, including against the heroic Islamic Resistance of 

Lebanon 

Iran's Press TV provided an interesting analysis of Iran's view on diplomacy. It says that 

Iran's triumph in the third imposed war rests on four pillars: 

1. Strategic control over the Strait of Hormuz – a game-changing asset that allows 

Iran to regulate global energy traffic. 

2. Million-strong popular mobilization – nightly street presence demonstrating 

unwavering public support for the Islamic Republic's leadership and armed forces. 

3. Effective military prowess – despite the assassination of senior commanders, 

Iran's retaliatory strikes were implemented with precision and success. 

https://www.presstv.ir/Detail/2026/04/21/767305/never-again-why-iran-denies-concessions-negotiates-position-strength
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4. Global public opinion – the world now views Iran as standing on the side of right 

and justice, while America and Israel are seen as terrorist regimes. 

Iran holds all the cards: Victorious on the battlefield, united at home, and armed with 

strategic assets. Any negotiation is about the terms of ending the war permanently, not 

about dismantling Iran's defensive or nuclear capabilities. Both issues are effectively off 

the table. 

Meanwhile the clock is ticking for Trump. One the one hand is the Zionist pressure. On 

the other hand is the looming global economic crisis. Is there an exit strategy for Trump? 

This could be the third surprise. 

Pakistan might provide Trump with an off ramp 

There might be an off ramp for Trump provided by Pakistan. Pakistan is playing an 

increasingly important role in the war. It has good relations with the US and Iran.  

The Gulf States tried to draw Pakistan in a conflict with Iran.  

In September 2025 Pakistan and Saudi Arabia signed a Strategic Mutual Defence 

Agreement. Last week Qatar moved to forge a similar pact with Pakistan. These pacts are 

attempts to create a front against Iran. But Pakistan might view it in a different way. It 

positions Pakistan as a regional military power, which can offset the American military 

presence in West Asia. 

In March 25, 2026 Iran’s General Staff came with an important declaration that says that 

it is necessary to form an alliance of states to ensure security and develop military 

cooperation in the Middle East without the participation of the United States and Israel. 

According to Iran, the countries of the region "do not need a state that puts the security 

and interests of Israel above all else," and "sees only the wealth stored on their lands" in 

the regional states. 

Iran is already defining the new security architecture after the war. The exit strategy for 

Trump would be based on a declaration from Pakistan that they would facilitate an exit of 

the U.S. military from Western Asia and a pact between Pakistan, the Gulf States and 

Iran would ensure the opening of the Strait of Hormuz and a lasting peace. This would be 

unacceptable for Israel, but it would provide Trump with an effective exit strategy. 

We will see how Trump will act in choosing between the interests of the U.S. and of 

Israel. 
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